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The purpose of Deaf Awareness Week is to increase 
public awareness of deaf issues, people, and 
culture.  Activities and events throughout Deaf 
Awareness Week encourage individuals to come 
together as a community for both educational events 
and celebrations. 

September 24 -30, 2017 
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Messages during Deaf Awareness Week include: 
¶ Celebrate the culture, heritage, and language unique to deaf people of the 
world. 

 

¶ Promote the rights of Deaf people throughout the world, including education for 
Deaf people,  access to information and services, the use of sign languages, 
and human rights for Deaf people in developing countries. 

 

¶ Recognize achievements of deaf people, including famous 
deaf individuals. 

 

¶ Educate about the misconceptions of being deaf and the 
challenges the deaf population face during everyday life. 

 

¶ Learn about types, degrees, and causes of hearing loss. 
 

¶ Be exposed to sign language and other ways deaf and 
hard of hearing people communicate. 

 

¶ Learn about the types of educational programs, support services, and              
resources that are available to the deaf and hard of hearing community,          
including children. 

 

¶ Gain a better understanding of deaf culture. 
 

¶ Understand that deaf and hard of hearing individuals are just as capable, able, 
and intelligent as hearing individuals. There is a difference in the way those that 
are deaf and hard of hearing communicate, but it is not a handicap or disability. 

 
(Taken from Signing Savvy website:  https://www.signingsavvy.com/deafawarenessweek) 

 

Other websites for more information related to Deaf Awareness Week: 
 

Arizona Commission for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
http://www.acdhh.org/deaf/deaf-awareness-month 
 

Verywell.com is a health website: 
https://www.verywell.com/deaf-awareness-week-1046519 
 

Sorensons is a video relay service.  Every year they have a Deaf Awareness presentation 
http://www.sorensonvrs.com/aware2015 or http://www.sorensonvrs.com/dhm_march_2016 
 

National Deaf Children Society is a British website offering information and materials for families and     

professionals working with children with a hearing loss.  All the information is great, however, information about sign       
    Language is on British Sign Language and not American Sign Language. 

       http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/communication/deaf_awareness/index.html 

Why Celebrate Deaf Awareness?? 
The purpose of Deaf Awareness Week is to increase public awareness of deaf issues,     
people, and culture.  Activities and events throughout Deaf Awareness Week encourage  
individuals to come together as a community for both educational events and celebrations. 

http://www.signingsavvy.com/deafawarenessweek
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 The Start of North 
Dakota School for 
the Deaf 
The North Dakota School for the 
Deaf/Resource Center for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing has been 
serving individual with hearing 
loss since September 1890.   
Back when North Dakota was   
becoming a state, Anson R. 
Spear, a deaf man from            
Minneapolis area came to North 
Dakota to establish a school for 
the deaf.  His political backers, 
Senator Swanston and Mr. 
McCormick of the House of     
Representatives, introduced a bill 
in the Legislature for the            
immediate establishment of the 
proposed school in Devils Lake.   
It was passed on March 15, 1890 
over the veto of the first North   
Dakota Governor, John Miller. 
 
The people of Devils Lake         
furnished a free building for two 
years at the corner of Third       
Avenue and Fifth Street.  Mr. 
Spear was appointed                 
superintendent and the first term 
began September 10, 1890.  By 
the end of the year, 23 children 
were enrolled.  In 1891, funds 
were appropriated for a                
permanent building and for        
expenses for a biennium.  The 
Great Northern Railroad donated 
an 18-acre tract of land one mile 
north of the heart of Devils Lake 
for the permanent site of NDSD.  
The main part of the first building, 
Old Main, and one wing were    
finished during the fall of 1893.  
Old Main was designed by Olaf 
Hanson, a rising deaf  architect   
  from Minneapolis.  

$ÅÁÆ !×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ 7ÅÅË  
North Dakota School for the Deaf/Resource Center for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
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The North Dakota School for the Deaf/Resource Center for Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing has a model school component using specialized  
methods of instruction for youth with hearing loss. It is also a resource 
center on hearing loss for the state of North Dakota.  The school         
provides a comprehensive academic program for preschool through 
grade eight.  In order to educate students with hearing loss in             
accordance with Individualized Education Plans (IEP), they may         
participate in mainstream programs with their hearing peers for part of 
the day in the Devils Lake Public Schools including academic and      
vocational classes.     
 

High school students (Grades 9-12) are enrolled at Devils Lake High 
School and receive support services from NDSD/RCDHH as per their 
IEP. NDSD/RCDHH offers sign language instruction to Devils Lake High 
School students. Students from NDSD/RCDHH may participate in     
community activities and in co-op athletic programs with the public 
schools. 
 

NDSD/RCDHH has residential programming for students from Sunday 
evening through Friday afternoon with numerous opportunities for extra-
curricular activities, social interactions, and development of  independent 
living and community skills.  Students are transported home each     
weekend and for school holidays so there is plenty of family interaction. 
 

The Outreach Department offers assessments, consultations, and direct 
services to school age students in mainstream settings for school       
districts and special education units upon request.  NDSD/RCDHH is 
accredited through the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
(NDDPI) and the North Central Association/Commission on                 
Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA/CASI) K-8.  
 

NDSD/RCDHH supports a parent/infant program for the children with 
hearing loss from birth to three years. Through this program children and 
their families throughout North Dakota receive specialized instruction to 
learn about hearing loss, effective use of amplilcation, communication 
choices, strategies for developing communication skills through natural 
daily routines. 
 

NDSD/RCDHH also has the adult services department for individuals 
with hearing loss once they graduate from high school and any other 
adults who have lost their hearing in later life. 

муфл      ¢ƻŘŀȅ 

http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/students/instruct-prog.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/students/residential-prog.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/students/extra-curricular.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/students/extra-curricular.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/calendar.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/students/instruct-prog.html
http://www.nd.gov/ndsd/outreach/parent-infant/index.html
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Ann Sullivan 
Ann Sullivan, who had 
a hearing loss herself, 
was honored on a      
15Â stamp in 1980 with 
her famous student, 
Helen Keller. 

Thomas H.     
Gallaudet 

Thomas H. Gallaudet, 
hearing, founded the 
American School for the 
Deaf.  That is where   
Robert Panara learned to 
use sign language,     
Gallaudet is honored on a 
20Â stamp issued in 
1983.  Gallaudet          
University, where Panara 
later studied and taught, 
was founded                   
by Edward                   
Gallaudet,                the 
son of                       
Thomas H                   
Gallaudet. 

ñI Love Youò 
A se-tenant pair of      
29 cent stamps        
captioned ñRecognizing 
Deafness and        
American Sign         
Languageò was issued 
in 1993 with designs 
showing a mother  
signing ñI love youò to 
her infant and a hand 
signing the same 
phrase. 

. 

Other stamps honoring deaf culture... 

In April of 2017, a two ounce (70Â) stamp with the image of leading educator in deaf education, 
Robert Panara, was released.  He taught at the National Technical Institute for the Deaf at     

Rochester Institute of Technology.  It coincides with the 200th anniversary of 
the 1817 founding of the American School for the Deaf in Hartford,           
Connecticut, according to Postal Service.  It is part of the 16th issue of the 
Distinguished Americans stamp series that began in 2000.   
 

Panaraôs stamp differs from past stamps in that it features a full photograph. 
The stamp features a photograph of Panara signing the word ñrespect.ò  The 
stamp inscription ñTeacher, Pioneer of Deaf Studiesò is  printed in white  
reading down from the upper-right corner.  ñRobert Panaraò is printed along 
the bottom edge. 
 

Known and honored as a teacher, Robert Panara was a scholar of deaf culture, an interpreter of 
the arts, and a poet whose collection On His Deafness and Other Melodies Unheard was        
published in 1997. 
 

Panara lost his hearing at age 10 when he emerged from a 10-day coma brought about by spinal 
meningitis.  Panara helped to establish the National Technical Institute for the Deaf in 1967 and 
joined the staff as its first deaf professor, developing the curriculum and founding the English and 
Theater programs. He taught classes that brought together hearing and deaf students. He was 
quoted as saying,  ñI used signs and I fingerspelled, talk, act, pantomimeðyou name it!  I think the 
hearing students enjoy watching a ham like me.  Maybe my voice is a little bit different, like it   
  has an accent.  But after the first couple of days, the hearing students become used to me.ò 
 

 Panara died in 2014 at the age of 94. 

Others 
Many deaf or 
partially deaf 
individuals have 
been honored 
on U.S. Stamps 
such as 
Thomas        
Edison, 
first on a 
3Â stamp issued in 1947 
as well as founder of 
Girls Scouts, Juliette 
Gordon Low in 1948.  
In1995, there 
was  anthro-
pologist Ruth         
Benedict, on a 
46Â stamp, 
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A Utopia for the Deaf 
If you could create a deaf utopia or a place in which everything is perfect for Deaf people, what 
would it be like?  At one time Deaf Utopia did exist. It was an isolated island off the                
Massachusetts coast - Martha's Vineyard. Some early       
Vineyard settlers carried a gene for deafness (the first known 
deaf one was Jonathan Lambert, 1694), and over years of 
marriage, generation after generation was born with hearing 
loss. At one point, one in four children was born deaf! There 
were so many deaf people on the Vineyard (most deaf lived in 
Chilmark) that residents developed a sign language, Martha's 
Vineyard Sign Language (MVSL). 
 
Martha's Vineyard Sign Language (MVSL) was a village sign 
language once widely used on the island of Martha's Vineyard 
by both deaf and hearing people in the community; consequently, deafness did not become a 
barrier to participation in public life. Sign language was so accepted on the Vineyard that a 
newspaper marveled in 1895 at the way the spoken and signed languages were used so freely 
and easily by both deaf and hearing residents. People moving to Chilmark had to learn sign    
language in order to live in the community. Deafness was so common that it was never          
considered to be a handicap. In Marthaôs Vineyard, the deaf were considered equals, not        
second-class citizens, as many Deaf people today feel. No one considered deafness a disability, 
which is contrary to how deafness has historically been viewed throughout the world. 
 
Martha's Vineyard Sign Language is mostly dead today, but it has an important legacy. In the 
early 19th century, children from the island brought their language to America's first school for 
the deaf, where it mingled with French Sign Language and other colloquial home sign traditions 
creating much of the uniquely beautiful American Sign Language that exists today. 
 

Article taken from  
http://www.acdhh.org/deaf/deaf-awareness-month/deaf-awareness-week-2 

American Sign Language is a visual-gestural language used by 
Deaf people in the United States and Canada.  Nearly every 
country has its own sign languages. Sign languages, like spoken 
languages, can have regional dialects.  Sign languages use 
grammar and syntax, that differ from the spoken languages use 
in their countries of origin. 

http://wfdeaf.org/human-rights/crpd/sign-langauge   

Sign language is universal or the same all over the world. 

 
ΚΚΚ 
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LAURENT CLERC 
 

Louis Laurent Marie Clerc was Americaôs first deaf teacher.  Along with 
Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet, he helped start Americaôs first school for the 
deaf.  It was known as the Hartford Asylum for the  Education and Instruction 
of the Deaf and Dumb.  It was started April 15,1817 in the old Bennetôs 
City Hotel in Hartford, Connecticut.  
  
The school was renamed the American School for the Deaf and in 1821 moved to 
its present site. The school remains the oldest existing school for the Deaf in North 
America. 

Laurent Clerc grew up in France and was taught by 
Abbe Sicard, at the famous school for the Deaf in 
Paris, the Institution Nationale des Sourds-Muets.  
He later became a teacher at the school. 
 
 

In 1815, Thomas Gallaudet from America came to 
France to learn about teaching methods for deaf 
students. Laurent Clerc worked closely with          
Gallaudet, but there was not enough time for         
Gallaudet to master all of the techniques and manual 
communication skills before he had to go back to 

America. Gallaudet begged Sicard to allow Laurent Clerc to go with him to America and 
establish an American School. In the fifty-five days of the return voyage, Gallaudet 
learned the language of signs from Clerc, and Clerc learned English from Gallaudet. 
 

They worked together to raise funds and founded the first school for the deaf (now 
known as the American School for the Deaf) in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1817. Clerc 
was the head teacher and Gallaudet was the principal of this school. Not only did 
Clerc teach students, he also trained future teachers and administrators. His        
language, Old French Sign Language, was intermingled with the previous native or 
local sign language and some other regional signs. The American Sign Language 
(ASL) then has been evolved. His work eventually had great influences across the 
states, where more than 30 schools for the deaf were established around the nation 
in his lifetime. 

 

Hartford Asylum for the Education and     
Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 
(Bennetôs City Hotel) in Hartford, CT 

Laurent Clerc 

In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, many wealthy colonists sent their deaf children to 
Europe to receive schooling.  A School for the Deaf in America came about by bringing ideas that 
they learned in Europe with establishing a school in Hartford, Connecticut in 1817.  While America 
is celebrating its 200th birthday of Deaf Education, �0�L�Q�R�W���6�W�D�W�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���'�H�D�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�L�Q���0�L�Q�R�W�����1�R�U�W�K�����'�D�N�R�W�D���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���L�W�V���������\�H�D�U�V��of training individuals to work with deaf and 
hard of hearing students. 


